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LIFE ON 
MARS? 


NASA’s $2.5M contest could result 


in the ideal living quarters to house 
future Earthlings on the Red Planet 


First-place winner “Ice House” was “purely the most 
radical and beautiful idea.” 


COURTESY OF TEAM SPACE EXPLORATION ARCHITECTURE AND CLOUDS ARCHITECTURE OFFICE 
First place of 165 entries went to a concept called “Ice House,” a multi-layer pressurized and inflatable igloo with a 


radiation-protecting shell of ice that enclosed a lander habitat and gardens. 


By Lisa M. Krieger 
lkrieger@ 
bayareanewsgroup.com 


Paradise on the Red 
Planet! Masterful design 
and modern technology 
are uniquely embodied in 
this one-of-a-kind, award- 
winning dream house, 
graced by spectacular pan- 
oramic views of Mother 
Earth. 

That could be the real 
estate listing for a future 
home for Earthlings on 
Mars — an epic, technically 
mind-boggling undertak- 


ing recently launched by 
NASA. 

Competitors 
space agency’s $2.5 mil- 
lion Habitat Challenge are 
submitting plans for what 
was once a fanciful sci-fi 
dream: the design, con- 
struction and manufac- 
ture of Martian residences 
— a NASA adventure that 
is perhaps only a couple of 
decades off. 

“Its important to build 
a base and infrastruc- 
ture before humans ar- 
rive,” said Curtis Rodgers 


in the 


Speier's 


video 
‘opened a 


floodgate’ 


Peninsula congresswoman is lead 
sponsor of bill that would address 
sexual misconduct on Capitol Hill 


By Casey Tolan 


ctolan@bayareanewsgroup.com 


Jackie Speier was a 23-year-old congressional 
staffer excited about her new job on Capitol Hill 
when her chief of staff got her alone in a room. 
The 50-year-old grabbed her face and stuck his 
tongue down her throat. 

Now, 4% decades later, the Pen- 
insula congresswoman is leading 
the charge in Congress to clean up 
what she calls a culture of sexual 
harassment in the Capitol. 

Since she went public with her 
story in late October, she’s been 
thrust into the national spotlight, 
introduced legislation to stream- 


line harassment reporting proce- Speier 
dures, testified at hearings onthe “l'm 
topic and shed light on the big set- embarrassed 
tlements paid out with taxpayers’ to say it, 
i to silence harassment com- but I think 
“Tm embarrassed to say it, but Congress 
I think Congress has been an en- has been 
abler of sexual harassers for along 2 enabler 
time,” Speier, a Democrat who rep- of sexual 
resents San Mateo County, saidin harassers for 
an interview this week. a long time.” 


Speier has worked on sexual ha- 
rassment policies for decades, beginning in Califor- 
nia’s state Capitol. But when she was accosted in 
1973, there weren’t any official channels to report 
what had happened — and even the term “sexual 
harassment” hadn’t entered the vernacular. 

“There was nowhere I could go,” she said. 

As wave after wave of sexual harassment revela- 
tions hit Hollywood and the media this fall, Speier 
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This structure won for “Best Architectural Design.” The 
habitat, designed to be printed as a single form, creates a 
shelter reminiscent of our earth-bound dwellings. 


shared her story in a YouTube video. She looked 
directly into the camera, urging other congressio- 
nal staffers to come forward with their experiences 
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An ethical, financial debate over having quintuplets 


Parents want Kaiser to 
send them to specialist 
out of the network 


By Emily DeRuy 
and Tracy Seipel 
Staff writers 


MOUNTAIN HOUSE » The fertility 
doctor warned Chad and Amy 
Kempel they could end up with 
multiple babies, even triplets, as 
the couple set out this year to have 
a third and final child. 

A month into their pregnancy, 
as the ultrasound technician 


Baby C, Baby D and Baby E — 
Amy burst into tears. She is car- 
rying quintuplets, an extremely 
rare and high-risk pregnancy 
with grim chances that all five 
babies will survive. Just 24 sets 
of quintuplets were born in the 
United States in 2015. 

Now, nearly 21 weeks pregnant, 
instead of decorating a nursery, 
the couple is battling with Kai- 
ser Permanente to send them to 
an out-of-network Arizona doctor 
who specializes in high-risk mul- 
tiple pregnancies, setting off an 
ethical and financial debate over 
how far a healthcare provider 
should go to accommodate fami- 


circumstances. 

“Every minute of the day feels 
like a fight,” Amy, 34, said during 
an interview at the family’s house 
in this small community of Moun- 
tain House, a few miles northwest 
of Tracy. 

Having already lost premature 
twins in their first pregnancy, the 
Kempels are desperate to keep 
their five babies from being born 
too early. 

Kaiser insists it “has the neces- 
sary experience and resources to 
provide high quality care” for the 
Kempels — before and after birth. 

“We understand that this is 
both a joyful and a stressful time 


DOUG DURAN — STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 
Amy and Chad Kempel lost premature twins in their first pregnancy. 


counted out — Baby A, Baby B, lies facing extraordinary medical QUINTUPLETS » PAGE 8 They have two daughters, Savannah, 3, and Avery, 17 months. 
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